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[ABSTRACT] Pak Sha O is a remote Hakka village located in a valley
in the northern part of the Sai Kung Peninsula, New Territories, Hong Kong.
There is a Hakka walled building in the village which is unique in Sai Kung
North. The Immaculate Heart of Mary Chapel was built at the back row of the
village buildings in Pak Sha O in 1880. Although the architecture of the
chapel is similar to the early chapels in the Sai Kung Peninsula, the bell tower
is a unique feature among chapels in Sai Kung. Both the walled building and
the chapel in Pak Sha O are included in the list of historic buildings drawn up
for grading purposes by the Antiquities and Monuments Office of the Hong

Kong Government in 2009.

From the perspective of history and faith, Pak Sha O is a Hakka village
of mixed clans. With the arrival of the missionaries of Foreign Missions of
Milan, all villagers were converted to Catholicism in the 19™ century. Since
then, Pak Sha O became a village without ancestral hall but chapel. Likewise,
the chapel performed not only the function of Catholic celebration but also the
function of a traditional ancestral hall. Besides, it should have been very
challenging to convert the Hakkas. Asking the Hakkas to give up their
traditional folk religion brief and conversion of all villagers would be very
difficult. This paper enquires how Catholicism had entered Hakka culture and

its inheritance in an isolated village in the Sai Kung Peninsula.
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