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ErEEERE g  LARESIER A > SIAZE - tivk
= BENZET > AUtk hELETHEEEEE  KiE—F
TR BB NE” -

TEREVNGE - F—EEs T - BENEE—9ET i
EINES T REBHEMNERE ) - BEEE G SEERMATHIR T2
GEEL RN ETINE ZEE'E Y — » WSHR T &EEEEAATA
NESENHIR EHEE - (EHEEETHHT « — B - DU Ay
LRS- (St Francis Street) F1#:2¢[& (St. Francis Yard) » HE&
FeRhE EEYERER - RREENATINE (B—) - KEgA ATRUES:
FE > FFAAEFA] - WEREMFERARBERNREZ LE - 20164 > ZK
FRLESEBHEE AT AEFEABERILTEE - FERAM AL
s EREREE N TSR AE - WITHESE  HASE T
Ko AR BRI BITIER

2 Lee, J.W.Y. and Tang, W-S., “The hegemony of the real estate industry: Redevelopment of
‘Government/Institution or Community’ (G/IC) land in Hong Kong”, in Urban Studies (2016, doi:
10.1177/0042098016679607).
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"ZefElifsE  (spatial story) SEASCHIBHIT AR o AEHEIER G
ZE R AT AZRAZ OIRES AR /DI IR T iR R (B 5 22
o INREADI g — 22 - EEC S ESAES SRR T
B o R AP B HEEEE 5 ~ —David HarveyE( 7185 T E st
HIMEY SR, o H it ERZERI R E R E A RREAYERE o Harveyf2 DL
"IkiaEiE  (urban process) ACEEfEIL & RAGIEIN TS BB AR R
RS WEEHET® BESREEEL  RAIEET =1+%
o BHAF 2RI EABE RN GEH - EEm AR A RO 7

® bE L B AR T G BUF I 445 (http://www.map.gov.hk/ ) » RRHEFHEURFHER -
4 Zieleniec (2007 4F) 2T —(EiE &2 TAVEH4HAE > & Zieleniec, A. I., Space and
Social Theory. (SAGE, 2007).

® Harvey, D., “The urban process under capitalism: a framework for analysis”, in International
Journal of Urban and Regional Research (1978, 2(1-4)), pp. 101-131.

® Harvey, D., The Ways of the World. (USA: Oxford University Press, 2016).
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¥ Goo, S. and Lee, A., Land Law in Hong Kong. (Hong Kong: LexisNexis Butterworths, 2003).
UEHER  (FHREREEE (1841-1894)) (Fis © =WiEE » 2014 48) -

2 RS H A B R R RS T E o T S BT R AR - R
Empson, H., Mapping Hong Kong: a historical atlas. (Hong Kong: Government Information
Services, 1992).
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= HEEE| © Tl wish to appeal to you on behalf of Wanchai, the poorest but
perhaps the most fervent of the Catholic parishes in Hong Kong. ( #EEFE
B —E&ABATAE R EREE TR E S E GRS —(E—m R IE
HIEE - ) ) MIPAEF Aslummy (ERI&) » IREIRIAEEE N
e o U/ NZEH - /X ER T 1 hope to invite you, in (I trust) about a year’s
time, to the opening ceremony » (FALEEFIRMIE (FAE) —FRHI2K
FIFARIG , - AN AR ERSEIRNE > B E —0s T
wish to appeal to you on behalf of the children of Wanchai, the poorest district
perhaps in Hong Kong. ( FR:# (R E A &85 A& (F ARy 5 2 m R
THEE TR - ) 55— 07 » A AER FENZE BRI R 1E
M ASE R A A DIRG (Mg ES AR -
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An Urgent Appeal
of H. E. Bishop Valtorta
to All Catholics of Hong Kong,
for contribution towards the
Building Fund of
“THE HOLY SOULS’ CHURCH"
3 in
‘Wanchai

Even before my arrival in Hong Kong T h.-d
the pleasure to receive some very consol
reports about Wanchai, whn:h l
p i i wndl{:ee by myself that
were true. There is to be noticed all over Hong
Kong a general and most praiseworthy effort to
improve the city’s conditions and repair the ruins
of the black years of enemy occupation. Catho-
lxc eﬂom (or their associations, their churches
hools do most certainly not remain
beh\nd iy 33 they are even more to the front.
But gl':“y far the test effort | have noticed is
the effort of the Wanchai Catholics to build ﬂmr
Parish Church. 1t is something quite unigue. It
touches one’s heart to compare the magnitude of
the Catholics nl Wanchai * with their miserable
economic condition.
It ls known to all that Wanchai has llw:yl
imbered amongst the very poorest quir.
tmolmmwn and is perhaps the poorest of
lhem nl] In ldrhllnn. lt hls very greatly suffer-
ed, erhaps mor han oll other districts,
i and mum; and war destruction
How many of its poor inhabitants - have died
during the war, rmbody will ever know and 1 am
afraid nobody cares to know. Hardly a day

cmpty spaces, srects and_broken Cimioas
ildings are full of street-sleepers. Amon
ul per st

ﬂ'us vast crowe there is in Wmhn a
o the ‘poorest

Yet, though so poor,

again the idea to build their

Parish Church. It is an old idea, which was

put forward over 12 years ago and was painfully
but steadily pursucd ) the potbreak of the war
and is now pushed on with rencwed vigour. The
Wanchai Catholics have very good reasons for
doing so, for, although their number is over

1,600, they have no Parish Church yet and need
oo very badly, The only place of worship
which they now have is the Chapel of the Canos-
sian Convent of Wanchai. But it is ridiculously
inadequate, as it has accommodation for 150
people only. The Wanchai Catholcs are good
Catholics and therefore go to Communion by
hundreds and hundreds every Sunday, but in
order to do so, they are obliged to_march in file
inside the Church to the altar railing, receive
Holy Communion and immediately march in file
out of the Chapel and leave the place to others
that arc awaiting outside. The case of the
Wanchai Catholics is thus an extremely deserving
one: most certainly they need a Church.

Now, they have got the ,m- it is not a
pretentious one, but it is there, and that is some-
thing. Besides, they have collected a sum of over
80,000 Hong Kong dollars, and th:
thing, too. Not that the Wanchai Catholics
could ever raise this sum by themsclves, but, in
view of their good will and as a result of their
frayens, people have already come to their help.

m deeply moved, and how T wish to say *“let
us start the work!” " But, in spite of my ardent
desire, 1 dare not; we are stil by far too much
behind what ic required to build even a very
modest Church. Therefore, instead of saying
“let us start l e work'" only say “let us
make another efort!" We must et near at least
one half of what we need before we -can actually
dare to start and succeed. God wills.it. Were
the Catholics of Wanchai relying only on their
material efforts, I would myself lose hope; neither
would T ever dare to appeal again to the charity
and good-will of others to come forward to help
them. But the Wanchai Catholics are not relying
on their efforts, but put their trust in God; they

are my.ng and pﬂylng and do{ng penance
and fasting in order to obtain from God that
their Church should malurhhu Under these
circumstances, 1 feel in duty bound, not only to
belp them myself to the utmost of my personal
md‘ﬁu, ut also to ask others to help. I
e it would be a shame to nlnu olll helj

to such a worthy cause, to stand d'do
nathing when we see our brethren iy lnsl-
ing in order to forward the bmlﬁg of their
ow un we fare in their comparison

bzln the ur common Father? Therefore
I trust that dl our Catholics and all our Catholic
bodies and i

eflort in favour of the new church for Wanchai
and then we will amuly start the work and
rely on God to brin to_conclusion. We
have only to follow the exumplz of the poor: it
is always the poor who are seting the cxunpk
how bc generaus,
ﬁa i.c. their praym n-d
also, whatever ma:mal help they can afford.
A poor old woman, sick and lomk:n by her
mhhvu, and without even a live
offered $500.00 towards the T Holy Souls’
Chnrch Fund. “When asked how, g S0 poor,
she could offer so much, she replied that she
had sold her golden ear and finger rings, to make
sure that after her death some good souls would
pray for her. Wondmul | example, mdecdl an
u'r‘:‘:].l e ﬂ&e h h b ld l
their prayers an mleugwmg.le uilding of
the new church, and I mean not only the mrgmg
of the work, hul the actual eom letion of the
building, would be a matter of only a few
‘months.

oly Souls.  Spec
place in it for tt
il bo ead there i pepetu
for all Benefactors. How could we suppose that
the Holy Souls willlt themselves be vanquished
in genersly. On the contnary, we may res

L the satiering by o the
St Church il aways be on the alert and
stand by us, the militant branch, in order to
help us until we all together join the triumphant
Church in Heaven. Many saints were used to
say that they were never disappointed whenever
they ssked for graces through the interceson of
the” Holy Souls

A feature of lhe new church will be the
commemorative tal will appear on the
walls of:tha ailding seith Ehe s of those for

hom they are intended. For the comparatively
light conlnbunon of 500 dollars we can have 1
f such tablets. Here is, then,
DOl stgaiion: Totoudiof weciing caly
monuments to the memory of our dear ones in
cemeteries where few are wont to go and pray,
it would surely be better to have their names on
tablets in a Church, where they will be daily
before our eyes and thus their memory will be
always present to us and prayers will be always
offered for them. It is a sad thing to say that
we seldom visit our cemeteries and the monu-
ments of our dear ones; but such is the fact. It
cannot be so in a church.

Tn conclusion, let us all join hands and help.
Perhaps we can give but ltle, for there are other
poor in Hong Kong besides those of Wanchai.
At least we may give our prayers, and offer our
daily sacrifice, or mortification, to God in union
with the prayers and mortifications of our
brethren of Wanchai, trusting without doubting,
that the good Lord will hear us. And let us bo
assured that we shall soon have in Wanchai the
much-needed Charch of the Holy Souls.

Hong Kong, 15th October, 1047.
Henry Valtorta,
Bishop of Hong Kong.
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%ﬁ' % i g’; ;R K )bfl E #r £ “LET US PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED DEPARTED
=N = : THAT GOD’S ETERNAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM.”
KEAREBZ i

T ANNOUNCEMENT "7 As there are so many devout
" A Spocial Pon | Catholics in Hongkong, whose co-
operation and nce 1 have to
count upon, I thought I ought to
repeat the appeal already made by
| His Lordship Bishop Valtorta
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ERALEERTFRETHR HOLY SOULS' CHURCH D‘I‘\“C:“bl‘l;ln‘m RCH BUIL-
S8 RARRAL ) B WANCHAL

Opposite, is a rongh sketch of the
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1l soon come
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Holy

without it, and it God's holp,
1& there can be no church.
{

There is no worthier cause than
% contributing to a Chur b Building

k £p Fand

A dnal satisfaction is achioved, of
glorifying God'’s n
prayers for the
up.

» not forget the HOLY SOULS' CHURCH
NEEDS YOUR HELP.

£ XHARA RBSF o ANFHr B AW
EORFAW RAFHELS > LAUT L URA

IT REALLY
REHR ) AR UEHRERLO
Allow me, as Parish Priest of Wanchai, to sy s
ARER® prayer for you and for your departed relatives and for all your
good intentions. Thank you and God bless.
A 1 & 3 5

Fr. James Zilioli
=t 5 w4 Parish Priest, Wanchai.
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 Tang, W-S., “Hong Kong under Chinese sovereignty: social development and a land
(re)development regime”, in Eurasian Geography and Economics (2008, Volume 49 Issue 3), pp.
341-361. K Tang, W-S. & Yip, K-C. M., “Unchallenged land (re)development regime and
everyday life of residents in high-density Hong Kong”, in Towards an Inclusive City: Practices in
East Asia, edited by Jeon, H.G. (Kyoto, Japan: Horitsu Bunka Sha, 2016), pp. 92-103. (in
Japanese).
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[Abstract] It is the objective of this article to tell the spatial story of St.
Francis’s Yard in Wan Chai from the geographical perspective, discussing
how its rises and falls echo the urban development trajectory of Hong Kong.
Other than the life course in sociology and oral history in history, the
methodology of spatial story in geography highlights the spatiality of
processes. By putting spatial practices into narratives and closely linking the
spatial setting and temporal sequence, spatial story is useful to analyse urban
processes. Based on previous studies, this article attempts to enrich the
understanding of St. Francis’s Yard in Wan Chai. Forming in the late 19th
Century, St. Francis’s Yard has been an urban community for Chinese laity.
This article documents the everyday life in this urban community and the
transformation of its landscape in the 20" century, and thus uses it as a case to
analyse how the land (re)development regime in Hong Kong has been
formulated alongside the capitalist urban processes of Hong Kong.

% Allen, I., Lost geographies of power. (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2003).
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