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[ABSTRACT] Under the decision on the inculturation of sacred art of
the first Synod of Bishops in China (1924), Catholic buildings with traditional
Chinese architectural features were built sporadically around China. However,
the Hong Kong Catholic Mission seemed to be unconcerned: St. Teresa’s
Church in Kowloon dropped its Chinese-style design because the Portuguese
parishioners objected; and Regional Seminary in Aberdeen, the first Chinese-
style Catholic building, could only complete one third of its massive

compound because of insufficient funds.

Using data collected from in and outside the Church, this essay first
describes the historical background of the emergence of Chinese-style
Catholic architecture and the views of two people at the office of the Papal
Representative to China, Celso Costantini and Dom Adelbert Gresnigt, who
were invited by Costantini to design Chinese churches.Second, we conduct a
study of the aforesaid two buildings in Hong Kong and discuss why the
process of architectural inculturation was slow before World War II (1941) in
light of the British colony’s unique history and landscape, finances of the
Catholic Mission and the demand of local parishioners, among other

influencing factors.

Last, but not least, the essay looks briefly into a trend for new churches at
the time to emphasize functionality in accordance with a switch in thinking of
the local Church in light of its social role during the post-war period. After the
close of the Second Vatican Council (1965), Chinese architectural features
were readopted in some churches in response to the council’s imperative on

liturgical inculturation.

Keywords: Catholic architecture, Celso Costantini, inculturation, Regional

Seminary for South China, sacred art, St. Teresa’s Church
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