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Vatican II : The New Start of
Christian-Buddhist Dialogue

Tao XU

[Abstract] The Second Vatican Council of the Catholic Church only
reaffirmed its own basic legacy of faith, and to a limited extent recognized
that Buddhism also reflects the True Light which illuminates the whole of
humanity. Vatican II determined the guiding principles of dialogue, which
initiated a whole series of dialogue and cooperation between Catholicism, the
first among the different Christian denominations to do so and Buddhism on
the level of faith, culture and concrete action. Moreover, it definitely
improved the relationship between the whole of Christianity and Buddhism.
In conclusion, Vatican II is a watershed in the Christian-Buddhist dialogue,
going from the ideal of a minority of enlightened persons to a consensus
among the majority of Christian and Buddhist believers.
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