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[ABSTRACT] This essay discusses the direction of civic
education in Hong Kong and its relationship with Catholic Social
Teaching (CST). It begins with an overview of Catholic Social
Teaching, then analyzes the proposed “national education” in Hong
Kong, and concludes with a suggestion for Hong Kong’s civic
education. First, CST stresses themes such as human dignity; the
social nature of human beings, preferential option for the poor, the
right to express one’s voice in order to articulate one’s needs,
integration of  human development, respect and nurture the
ecological vitality of Mother Earth. All these are important for civic
education. Second, it is pointed out that the root problem of the
“Moral and National Education” program introduced in Hong Kong
in 2012 was that the term guojia has multiple meanings: to expect
our pupils to love the land and people of China, in effect becomes
packaging to camouflage an inculcation of absolute obedience to the
state machinery. The background of British colonial education and
a sense of belonging to Hong Kong naturally arising from the young
people’s experience of growing up here contribute to the creation of
a “dual identity” of most Hongkongers—to be both 100% “Chinese”
and 100% “Hongkongers” at the same time. In the final section, it is
pointed out that “civic education” must aim to nurture “citizens,” not
subjects. Subjects accept injustices in resignation, while citizens
would protest them with all peaceful means. CST is an excellent
basis for civic education, because it provides not only guidelines on
what is right, but also opportunities for nurturing “two-way
belonging.” In designing the curriculum, care must be taken to avoid
indoctrination. Each pupil’s independent and critical thinking should

be nurtured.
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