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[ABSTRACT] In 1582, the Italian priest Matteo Ricci arrived in
Macao, and brought to China European knowledge in religion,
astronomy, and geography. Subsequently he was called “The first
person to disseminate Western Knowledge to the East”. However,
according to Dunhuang studies, as early as around the 1st century
B.C., there were disseminations of Western culture to China through
the Silk Road. Then why was the arrival of priests like Matteo Ricci
to China over 1,600 years later called the beginning of
“dissemination of Western Knowledge to the East”? This article
will argue that, this is because by that time the Silk Road had already
been forgotten by history. Today, the land Silk Road and the
maritime Silk Road together are given a new historic mission, and
Hong Kong is being absorbed into it. Based on some related
historical time-space junctures, this article will attempt to map out a
several-centuries-long mega history. We will find that the longer
and farther this story is, the more likely Hong Kong would seem to
be drowned in an unmanageably long stream of history. When this
mega history is made part of national education, it will bring grave
challenges to Hong Kong's identity.
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