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 [ASTRACT] This article attempts to analyze and evaluate 
some of the recently published comparative / dialogical studies in 
Chinese concerning the Christian and Confucian views of altruism 
and the related concepts such as ren and agape. It endeavors to point 
out the methodological characteristics and limitations of these studies, 
including: stereotyping the objects of comparative studies, neglecting 
the plurality of positions in a particular religious tradition, and then 
highlighting the diversity rather than similarity between the religious 
traditions to be compared. This kind of stereotyped discussion tends 
to strengthen rather than challenge or criticize some of the 
pre-understandings of related traditions. These methodological 
problems are not particular to a few individual scholars, but may 
reflect the historical and social influences on the Chinese academia 
as a whole. If these methodological barriers can be overcome, 
altruism can be a very useful concept, making significant 
contribution to the comparative studies and dialogue between 
Christianity and Confucianism as well as the inter-disciplinary 
studies of altruism.  

 


