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Nationalism or Religionism: on Xu Zongze’s Catholic
Theory of Saving the Nation around the
Anti-Japanese War
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[ABSTRACT] Through sorting out his opinions on how Chinese
Catholics deal with tense situations, such as political positions, the
relation between church and state, participating in the war or not, and
so on, this article aims at constructing Xu Zongze’s theory of saving
the country around the time of the Anti-Japanese War on the basis of
Catholic doctrine. Xu’s theory shows a historical example of how
Catholic doctrine is enculturated in modern China. In this article, the
author tries to argue that as a Chinese Catholic theologian, Xu’s
theory is not only accommodated to the special social situation of
modern China, but also his opinions are almost identical to Catholic
official positions, particularly the position after the Second Vatican
Council.

Keywords: Religionism, Nationalism, the official Catholic doctrines,
Enculturation
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