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[ABSTRACT] The Chinese Rites Controversy during the 17th and
18th centuries is a major turning point in the history of Chinese
Catholicism. It involved the Ming and the Qing dynasties, the Holy
See, various religious orders and Chinese Christians. Its direct
consequence was a century-long ban on Catholicism in China.
Missionary activities were either forced to be suspended or to go
underground. In this essay, by using many recently published
historical sources, the author summarizes and sorts out the main
events and figures of this complex controversy. One of the
Controversy’s underlying cause was the scramble for patronage over
the Catholic missions between Portugal and Spain. The Jesuits were
supported by the Portuguese, while the Dominicans and Franciscans
by the Spaniards. At the same time long disputes in theological and
missionary approaches divided the various religious orders as well.
The causes that initiated the debate were the translation of Catholic
concepts into the Chinese language and whether the converts could
participate in ritual practices of honoring family ancestors and

Confucius. It is also pointed out in this essay that the Holy See’s
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decision-making process and the inappropriate choice of person as
the papal envoy to China also played an important role in escalating

the disputes.



